
 

Lesson #3: 

 

 

 

 

Subtraction the old-fashioned way, and a newer easier way … 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 it certainly doesn’t take long before this way of subtracting can get confusing … 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

Lesson #1: 

as the numbers get larger, subtraction becomes more difficult  … but it’s still possible 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson #2: 



 

Lesson #5: 

imagine having to make this subtraction calculation … and without a calculator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

there’s a lot of room for confusion to make mistakes … let’s try a less confusing way … 
 

Lesson #4: 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 Step 1: Step 2: Step 3: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Step 4: Step 5: Step 6: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 now that you get the idea, lets skip to the last three steps and get the final result … 
 

 Step 7 Step 8: Step 9: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Rules:   The “  ” mark on top represents “+10” the number beneath it; 
 The “  ” mark below represents “+1” the number above it;  placing a “  ” mark 

above will also require placing another “  ” mark below, and one unit to the left. 


